The following speeches were presented on the Senate floor on January 6, 2021. You may watch the video version of these speeches at https://www.c-span.org/video/?507698-2/senate-debate-arizona-electoral-college-vote-challenge-part-1 if needed or for better clarification.

Senator Mitch McConnell (REPUBLICA-KY)
Senator Mitch McConnell: (00:00)
We’re debating a step that has never been taken in American history. Whether Congress should overrule the voters and overturn a presidential election. I’ve served 36 years in the Senate. This’ll be the most important vote I’ve ever cast. President Trump claims the election was stolen. The assertions range from specific local allegations to constitutional arguments, to sweeping conspiracy theories. I supported the President’s right to use the legal system. Dozens of lawsuits received hearings in courtrooms all across our country. But over and over the courts rejected these claims, including all star judges, whom the President himself has nominated. Every election we know features some illegality and irregularity, and of course, that’s unacceptable. I support strong State led voting reforms. Last year’s bizarre pandemic procedures must not become the new norm.
Senator Mitch McConnell: (01:41)
But my colleagues, nothing before us proves illegality anywhere near the massive scale, the massive scale that would have tipped the entire election. Nor can public doubt alone justify a radical break when the doubt itself was incited without any evidence. The Constitution gives us here in Congress a limited role. We cannot simply declare ourselves a National Board of Elections on steroids. The voters, the courts, and the stage have all spoken. They’ve all spoken. If we overrule them, it would damage our Republic forever. This election, actually, was not unusually close. Just in recent history, 1976, 2000 and 2004 were all closer on this one. The Electoral College margin is almost identical to what it was in 2016. This election were overturned by mere allegations from the losing side, our democracy would enter a death spiral. We’d never see the whole nation except an election again. Every four years would be a scramble for power at any cost.
Senator Mitch McConnell: (03:58)
The Electoral College, which most of us on this side have been defending for years, would cease to exist. Leaving many of our States with no real say at all in choosing a President. The effects would go even beyond the elections themselves. Self government, my colleagues, requires a shared commitment to the truth and a shared respect for the ground rules of our system. We cannot keep drifting apart into two separate tribes with a separate set of facts and separate realities with nothing in common except our hostility towards each other and mistrust for the few national institutions that we all still share. Every time, every time in the last 30 years that Democrats have lost a presidential race, they’ve tried to challenge just like this. After 2000, after 2004, after 2016. After 2004, a Senator joined and forced the same 

debate and believe it or not, Democrats like Harry Reed, Dick Durbin, and Hillary Clinton praised, praised him and applauded the stunt.
Senator Mitch McConnell: (05:44)
Republicans condemned those baseless efforts back then and we just spent four years condemning Democrats shameful attacks on the validity of President Trump’s own election. So look, there can be no double standard. The media that is outraged today spent four years aiding and abetting Democrats attacks on our institutions after they lost. But we must not imitate and escalate what we repudiate. Our duty is to govern for the public good. The United States Senate has a higher calling than an endless spiral of partisan vengeance. Congress will either override the voters, over rule them, the voters, the States and the courts for the first time ever, or honor the people’s decision. We’ll either guarantee Democrats de-legitimizing efforts after 2016 become a permanent new routine for both sides or declare that our nation deserves a lot better than this.
Senator Mitch McConnell: (07:12)
We’ll either hasten down a poisonous path where only the winners of election actually accept the results, or show we can still muster the patriotic courage that our forebearers showed not only in victory, but in defeat. The framers built the Senate to stop short-term passions from boiling over and melting the foundations of our Republic. So I believe protecting our constitutional order requires respecting the limits of our own power. It would be unfair and wrong to disenfranchise American voters and overrule the courts and the States on this extraordinarily thin basis. And I will not pretend such a vote would be a harmless protest gesture while relying on others to do the right thing. I will vote to respect the people’s decision and defend our system of government as we know it.
Chuck Schumer (DEMOCRAT-NY)

MR. PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT. AS PRESCRIBED BY THE CONSTITUTION AND THE LAWS OF THE NATION, THE PURPOSE OF THIS JOINT SESSION IS FOR TELLERS, APPOINTED ON A BIPARTISAN BASIS BY THE TWO HOUSES, TO READ TO THE CONGRESS THE RESULTS OF AN ELECTION THAT HAS ALREADY HAPPENED. WE ARE HERE TO RECEIVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF A VOTE THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN CERTIFIED BY EVERY STATE IN THE UNION AND CONFIRMED BY THE COURTS MANY TIMES, MANY TIMES OVER. WE ARE HERE TO WATCH THE CURRENT VICE PRESIDENT OPEN ENVELOPES AND RECEIVE THE NEWS OF A VERDICT THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN RENDERED. IT IS A SOLEMN AND AUGUST OCCASION, NO DOUBT, BUT IT IS A FORMALITY. THE CONGRESS DOES NOT DETERMINE THE OUTCOME OF ELECTIONS. THE PEOPLE DO. THE CONGRESS IS NOT ENDOWED WITH THE POWER TO ADMINISTER ELECTIONS. OUR STATES ARE GIVEN THAT POWER. BY THE END OF THE PROCEEDINGS TODAY, IT WILL BE CONFIRMED ONCE AGAIN SOMETHING THAT IS WELL KNOWN AND WELL SETTLED -- THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ELECTED JOE BIDEN AND KAMALA HARRIS TO BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. AND YET, A NUMBER OF OUR COLLEAGUES HAVE ORGANIZED AN EFFORT TO UNDERMINE AND OBJECT TO THAT FREE AND FAIR ELECTION. THEY ARE IN THE MINORITY. THEY WILL LOSE. THEY KNOW THAT. THEY HAVE NO EVIDENCE OF WIDESPREAD VOTER FRAUD UPON WHICH TO BASE THEIR OBJECTIONS. THAT'S BECAUSE THERE IS NONE. THERE IS NONE. NOT BROUGHT BEFORE ANY OF THE COURTS SUCCESSFULLY. THEY KNOW THAT PRESIDENT TRUMP AND HIS ALLIES HAVE SUFFERED THE DEFEAT -- A DEFEAT IN COURT AFTER COURT ACROSS THE COUNTRY, LOSING NO FEWER THAN 62 LEGAL CHALLENGES. AND I MIGHT ADD, MANY REPUBLICAN-APPOINTED JUDGES, SOME APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT TRUMP, RENDERED THOSE DECISIONS. THEY KNOW, YOU ALL KNOW THAT JOE BIDEN AND KAMALA HARRIS ARE GOING TO BE SWORN IN AS PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES ON JANUARY 20. BUT THEY ARE GOING TO OBJECT TO THE COUNTING OF THE VOTE ANYWAY, AND IN THE PROCESS, THEY WILL EMBARRASS THEMSELVES, THEY WILL EMBARRASS THEIR PARTY, AND WORST OF ALL, THEY WILL EMBARRASS THEIR COUNTRY. THIS INSURRECTION WAS FORTUNATELY DISCOURAGED BY THE LEADERSHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY, BUT IT WAS NOT QUELLED. IT IS A VERY SAD COMMENT ON OUR TIMES THAT MERELY ACCEPTING THE RESULTS OF AN ELECTION IS CONSIDERED AN ACT OF POLITICAL COURAGE. SADDER AND MORE DANGEROUS STILL IS THE FACT THAT AN ELEMENT OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY BELIEVES THEIR POLITICAL VIABILITY HINGES ON THE ENDORSEMENT OF AN ATTEMPTED COUP. THAT ANYONE, MUCH LESS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL, WOULD BE WILLING TO TARNISH OUR DEMOCRACY IN ORDER TO BURNISH THEIR PERSONAL POLITICAL FORTUNES. OVER THE COURSE OF THE AFTERNOON AND HOWEVER FAR INTO THE EVENING THIS BAND OF REPUBLICAN OBJECTORS WANTS TO TAKE US, SENATORS OF GOODWILL FROM BOTH SIDES OF THE AISLE WILL EXPLAIN WHY THESE CHALLENGES MUST BE DISMISSED. THE SENATORS FROM STATES WHOSE ELECTORAL VOTES ARE BEING CHALLENGED WILL EXPLAIN HOW THE ALLEGATIONS OF FRAUD ARE BASELESS. AND A SUBSTANTIAL BIPARTISAN MAJORITY MUST VOTE TO PUT DOWN THESE OBJECTIONS AND DEFEND THE SANCTITY OF OUR ELECTIONS AND INDEED, AND INDEED OUR GREAT AND GRAND DEMOCRACY. BECAUSE THAT'S WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT TODAY. THE HEALTH OF OUR DEMOCRACY. THIS WONDERFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GRAND DEMOCRACY WHERE THE PEACEFUL PASSING OF THE TORCH IS EXTOLLED BY SCHOOL CHILDREN IN THE SECOND GRADE BUT NOT BY SOME HERE. AS WE SPEAK, AFTER OF OUR VOTERS ARE BEING CONDITIONED BY THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT TO BELIEVE THAT WHEN HIS PARTY LOSES AN ELECTION, THE RESULTS MUST NOT BE LEGITIMATE. AS WE SPEAK, THE EYES OF THE WORLD ARE ON THIS CHAMBER QUESTIONING WHETHER AMERICA IS STILL THE SHINNING EXAMPLE OF DEMOCRACY, THE SHINNING CITY ON THE HILL. WHAT MESSAGE WE SEND TODAY, WHAT -- WHAT MESSAGE WILL WE SEND TODAY TO OUR PEOPLE, TO THE WORLD THAT HAS SO LOOKED UP TO US FOR CENTURIES? WHAT MESSAGE WILL WE SEND TO FLEDGLING DEMOCRACIES WHO STUDY OUR CONSTITUTION, MIRROR OUR LAWS AND TRADITIONS IN THE HOPES THAT THEY TOO CAN BUILD A COUNTRY RULED BY THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNORRED. WHAT MESSAGE WILL WE SEND TO THOSE COUNTRIES WHERE DEMOCRATIC VALUES ARE UNDER ASSAULT AND LOOK TO US SEE IF THOSE VALUES ARE STILL WORTH FIGHTING FOR? WHAT MESSAGE WILL WE SEND TO EVERY DARK CORNER OF THE WORLD WHERE HUMAN RIGHTS ARE BETRAYED, ELECTIONS ARE STOLEN, HUMAN DIGNITY DENIED? WHAT WILL WE SHOW THOSE PEOPLE? WILL WE SHOW THOSE PEOPLE THAT THERE'S A BETTER WAY TO ENSURE LIBERTY AND OPPORTUNITY OF HUMANKIND? SADLY, A SMALL BAND OF REPUBLICAN OBJECTORS MAY DARKEN THE VIEW OF OUR DEMOCRACY TODAY, BUT A LARGER GROUP OF SENATORS AND HOUSE MEMBERS FROM BOTH SIDES OF THE AISLE CAN SEND A MESSAGE TOO. THAT DEMOCRACY BEATS DEEP IN THE HEARTS OF OUR CITIZENS AND OUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES, THAT WE ARE A COUNTRY OF LAWS AND OF NOT MEN, THAT OUR TRADITIONS ARE NOT SO EASILY DISCARDED, EVEN BY OUR PRESIDENT, THAT FACTS MATTER, THAT TRUTH MATTERS. THAT WHILE DEMOCRACY ALLOWS FREE SPEECH AND FREE EXPRESSION, EVEN IF THAT EXPRESSION IS ANTI-DEMOCRATIC, THERE WILL ALWAYS -- ALWAYS BE, PRAISE GOD, A FAR BROADER AND STRONGER COALITION READY TO PUSH BACK AND DEFEND EVERYTHING WE HOLD DEAR. WE CAN SEND THAT MESSAGE TODAY BY VOTING IN LARGE AND OVERWHELMING NUMBERS TO DEFEAT THESE OBJECTIONS. MY COLLEAGUES, WE EACH SWORE AN OATH JUST THREE DAYS AGO THAT WE WOULD DEFEND AND SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES AGAINST ALL ENEMIES FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC, THAT WE WOULD BEAR TRUE FAITH AND ALLEGIANCE TO THE SAME. WE SWORE THAT WE TOOK THIS OBLIGATION FREELY, WITHOUT ANY MENTAL RESERVATION OR PURPOSE OF EVASION AND THAT WE COULD WELL AND FAITHFULLY DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE WE WERE ABOUT TO ENTER SO HELP US GOD. THE PRECISE WORDS OF THAT OATH WERE SHORTLY WRITTEN AFTER THE CIVIL WAR WHEN THE IDEA OF TRUE FAITH AND ALLEGIANCE TO THIS COUNTRY AND ITS CONSTITUTION TOOK ON ENORMOUS MEANING. LET THOSE WORDS -- LET THOSE WORDS RING IN THE EARS OF EVERY SENATOR TODAY. LET US DO OUR DUTY TO SUPPORT AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES SO HELP US GOD.
Ted Cruz (REPUBLICAN-TX)
Speaker 1: (00:00)
… the Senator from Texas, Senator Cruz.
Ted Cruz: (00:06)
Mr. President.
Speaker 3: (00:07)
Senator.
Ted Cruz: (00:10)
We gathered together at a moment of great division, at a moment of great passion. We have seen a no doubt we’ll continue to see, a great deal of moralizing from both sides of the aisle. But I would urge to both sides perhaps a bit less certitude, and a bit more recognition that we are gathered at a time when democracy is in crisis. Recent polling shows that 39% of Americans believe the election that just occurred, “was rigged.” You may not agree with that assessment. But it is nonetheless a reality for nearly half the country. I would note it is not just Republicans who believe that. 31% of independence agree with that statement. 17% of Democrats believe the election was ripped. Even if you do not share that conviction, it is the responsibility, I believe of this office to acknowledge that as a profound threat to this country and to the legitimacy of any administrations that will come in the future.
Ted Cruz: (01:36)
I want to take a moment to speak to my Democratic colleagues. I understand. Your guy is winning right now. If Democrats vote as a block, Joe Biden will almost certainly be certified as the next president of the United States. I want to speak to the Republicans who are considering voting against these objections. I understand your concerns, but I urge you to pause and think, what does it say to the nearly half the country that believes this election was rigged if we vote? Not even to consider the claims of illegality and fraud in this election.
Ted Cruz: (02:20)
And I believe there’s a better way. The leaders just spoke about setting aside the election. Let me be clear, I am not arguing for setting aside the result of this election. All of us are faced with two choices, both of which are lousy. One choice is vote against the objection. And tens of millions of Americans will see a vote against the objection as a statement that voter fraud doesn’t matter, isn’t real and shouldn’t be taken seriously. And a great many of us don’t believe that.
Ted Cruz: (02:49)
On the other hand, most, if not all of us believe we should not set aside the results of an election just because our candidate may not have prevailed. And so I endeavored to look for door number three, a third option. And for that, I look to history to the precedent of the 1876 election, the Hayes Tilden election where this Congress appointed an electoral commission to examine claims of voter fraud, five house members, five senators, five Supreme Court justices, examined the evidence and rendered a judge judgment.
Ted Cruz: (03:24)
And what I would urge of this body is that we do the same. That we have pointed electoral commission to conduct a 10-day emergency audit, consider the evidence, and resolve the claims. For those on the democratic aisle who says, say there is no evidence, they’ve been rejected, then you should rest and comfort if that’s the case. An electoral commission would reject those claims. But for those who respect the voters, simply telling the voters, go jump in a lake. The fact that you have deep concerns is of no moment to us, that jeopardizes, I believe the legitimacy of this in subsequent elections.
Ted Cruz: (04:09)
The constitution gives to Congress the responsibility this day to count the votes. The framers knew what they were doing when they gave responsibilities to Congress, we have a responsibility. And I would urge that we follow the precedent of 1877. The Electoral Count Act explicitly allows objections such as this one for votes that were not regularly given.
Ted Cruz: (04:36)
And let me be clear, this objection is for the State of Arizona, but it is broader than that. It is an objection for all six of the contested states to have a credible, objective, impartial body, here are the evidence, and make a conclusive determination. It would benefit both sides. That would improve legitimacy of this election.
Ted Cruz: (05:00)
And so let me urge my colleagues. All of us take our responsibilities seriously. I would urge my colleagues, don’t take perhaps the easy path. But instead act together. Astonish the viewers and act in a bipartisan sense to say, “We will have a credible and fair tribunal. Consider the claims, consider the facts, consider the evidence.” And make a conclusive determination, whether and to what extent this election complied with the constitution and with federal law.
Amy Klobuchar (DEMOCRAT-MN)
MR. PRESIDENT, I FIRST WOULD LIKE TO SAY I APPRECIATE THE WORDS OF OUR LEADER, SENATOR SCHUMER, AS WELL AS SENATOR McCONNELL'S CALLFOR A HIGHER CALLING. JANUARY 6 IS NOT TYPICALLY A DAY FOR HISTORICAL DAY. THIS IS SIMPLY A DAY WE RECEIVE EACH STATE'S CERTIFIED ELECTORAL VOTES AND IT HAS COME AND GONE WITHOUT MUCH FANFARE. THIS IS THE THIRD TIME IN 120 YEARS THAT THE SENATE HAS GATHERED TO DEBATE AN OBJECTION AND AS SENATOR CRUZ WELL KNOWS, BOTH TIMES THESE OBJECTIONS WERE RESOUNDINGLY DEFEATED. THE LAST TIME THE VOTE WAS 74-1. WHY? BECAUSE SENATORS HAVE LONG BELIEVED THEY SHOULD NOT MESS AROUND WITH THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. THEY HAVE UNDERSTOOD THE WORDS OF OUR GREAT FORMER COLLEAGUE JOHN McCAIN FROM THE STATE OF ARIZONA WHO ONCE SAID THAT NOTHING IN LIFE IS MORE LIBERATING THAN TO FIGHT FOR A CAUSE LARGER THAN YOURSELF. IN THIS CASE, MY COLLEAGUES ARE CAUGHT DESPITE OUR POLITICAL DIFFERENCES, IS TO PRESERVE OUR AMERICAN DEMOCRACY, TO PRESERVE OUR REPUBLIC BECAUSE AS SOMEONE ONCE SAID LONG AGO, IT'S A REPUBLIC IF YOU CAN KEEP IT. NOW, I APPRECIATE ALL OF MY DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN COLLEAGUES WHO HAVE JOINED OUR RANKS OF COUP FIGHTERS, WHO HAVE STOOD UP FOR OUR DEMOCRACY, WHO STAND TALL FOR OUR REPUBLIC AND WHO BELIEVE IN AN IDEAL GREATER THAN OURSELVES, LARGER THAN OUR POLITICAL PARTIES, THAT IDEAL IS AMERICA. SENATOR CRUZ KNOWS THIS ON JANUARY 20, KAMALA HARRIS AND JOE BIDEN WILL BE VICE PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT AND THAT THEY WON MORE VOTES. DESPITE THE UNFOUNDED CONSPIRACY THEORIES SENATOR CRUZ TOUTS, HE KNOWS THAT HIGH-RANKING OFFICIALS IN PRESIDENT TRUMP'S OWN HOMELAND SECURITY DEPARTMENT HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THE 2020 ELECTION WAS, QUOTE, THE MOST SECURE IN AMERICAN HISTORY. AND IF HE WANTS TO IMPROVE THE NUMBERS IN HIS OWN PARTY THAT HE JUST MENTIONED OF PEOPLE BELIEVING IN OUR ELECTIONS, MAYBE HE SHOULD START CONSULTING WITH THEM OR MAYBE HE SHOULD START CONSULTING WITH FORMER ATTORNEY GENERAL BARR WHO SAID THAT HE HAS FOUND NO EVIDENCE OF WIDESPREAD FRAUD IN THE 2020 ELECTION. WE DON'T HAVE TO GO BACK TO 1877, MY COLLEAGUE. SENATOR CRUZ KNOWS THAT 80 JUDGES, INCLUDING CONSERVATIVE JUDGES, INCLUDING JUDGES CONFIRMED IN THIS CHAMBER, NOMINATED BY PRESIDENT TRUMP HAS THROWN OUT THE LAWSUITS CALLING THEM BASELESS, INADEQUATE AND CONTRARY TO THE PLAIN MEANING OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL TEXT AND COMMON SENSE. HE KNOWS ALL TEN LIVING DEFENSE SECRETARIES, INCLUDING BOTH DONALD RUMSFELD, WILLIAM COHEN, HE KNOWS THESE LEADERS HAVE COME TOGETHER TO SAY THAT THESE ATTACKS ON THE DEMOCRACY MUST STOP AND ALLOW FOR A PEACEFUL TRANSITION OF POWER. SENATOR SINEMA WILL TELL US WHY THIS ELECTION WAS SOUND AND TRUE. PRESIDENT TRUMP RECEIVED 1,000,161,000 668 VOTES IN THE STATE, PRESIDENT-ELECT-ELECT BIDEN WON 1,000,001,12 VOTES MEANING THAT HE WON THE STATE BY 10,000 VOTES. AFTER ARIZONA'S REPUBLICAN GOVERNOR, THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE LOARNL AND THE CONSERVATIVE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE ARIZONA SUPREME COURT CERTIFIED THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTION, THE GOVERNOR ACTUALLY SAID, WE DO ELECTIONS WELL HERE IN ARIZONA, THE SYSTEM IS STRONG. EACH POST-ELECTION LAWSUITS BROUGHT IN ARIZONA TO CHALLENGE THE RESULTS WAS DISMISSED BY JUDGES, NINE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE FROM ARIZONA WERE ELECTED IN THE SAME ELECTION, INCLUDING FOUR REPUBLICANS, I DID NOT SEE SENATOR CRUZ AT THE SWEARING IN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ASKING FOR AN AUDIT. HE DID NOT STOP THEIR SWEARING IN BECAUSE THERE WAS NO FRAUD. AND HE DID NOT ASK FOR AN AUDIT BECAUSE WE HAD A FAIR ELECTION. I WILL END WITH THIS. MY FRIEND ROY BLUNT, MY FELLOW RULES COMMITTEE LEADER MANY YEARS AGO FOUND A STATUE, A BUST OF A MAN AT THE TOP OF THE BOOK CASE. HE DID RESEARCH AND ALL HE COULD FIND OUT IS THAT NO ONE KNEW WHO THIS GUY WAS EXCEPT THAT HE WAS A CLERIC, HENCE THE STATUE IS CALLED THE UNKNOWN CLERIC. AT THE TIME OUR LEADERS THOUGHT THIS MAN IMPORTANT ENOUGH THAT THEY WOULD WARRANT A STATUE FOR HIM, BUT TODAY NO ONE KNOWS WHO HE IS. SENATOR BLUNT'S MESSAGE TO SCHOOL KIDS AND SENATORS ALIKE THAT VISIT HIS OFFICE WHEN HE SHOWS THEM THE STATUE, WHAT WE DO HEAR IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN WHO WE ARE. SENATORS, WHAT MATTERS IS NOT OUR FUTURES, NOT OUR OWN SHORT-TERM DESTINIES, WHAT MATTERS IS OUR DEMOCRACY'S DESTINY BECAUSE I THINK MANY OF US KNOW THAT PEOPLE WILL NOT KNOW WHO WE ARE 100 YEARS FROM NOW OR 200 YEARS FROM NOW. BUT WHAT THEY WILL KNOW IS THIS. THEY WILL KNOW WHAT WE DID TODAY, HOW WE VOTED TODAY, AND THAT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN WHO WE ARE. IT'S A REPUBLIC IN WE CAN KEEP IT. THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. I YIELD THE FLOOR.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Patrick Toomey (REPUBLICAN-PA)
THE SENATOR FROM PENNSYLVANIA TOMB THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. I INTEND TO ADDRESS THE SPECIFICS TO PENNSYLVANIA IF AND WHEN AN OBJECTION IS RAISED FOR PENNSYLVANIA. NOW I WANT TO ADDRESS MY REMARKS TO THE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION BEING POSED BY THE OBJECTORS. THAT IS, DOES CONGRESS HAVE THE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY TO DECIDE WHICH STATES' ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES SHOULD BE COUNTED AND WHICH SHOULD NOT BASED ON HOW WELL WE THINK THEY RAN THEIR ELECTIONS. THIS IS WHAT THE OBJECTORS ARE REALLY ASKING US TO DO, TO FEDERALIZE ELECTIONS BY REJECTING ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES FROM STATES WHOSE PROCESSES THEY SAY THEY DISAPPROVE OF, AND THEREBY HAVING CONGRESS SELECT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES INSTEAD OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. THE ANSWER, MR. PRESIDENT, IS NO, THERE IS NO SUCH AUTHORITY UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. THE CONSTITUTION ASSIGNS TO THE STATES THE RESPONSIBILITY TO CONDUCT ELECTIONS. IT'S CLEAR IN ARTICLE 2, SECTION 1. IT LEAVES COURTS WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY TO ADJUDICATE DISPUTES AND ASSIGNS TO CONGRESS THE MINISTERIAL FUNCTION OF COUNTING BALLOTS EXCEPT FOR EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES, SUCH AS WHEN A STATE SENDS COMPETING SLATES OF ELECTORS TO CONGRESS. WHICH BRINGS ME TO THE 1877 PRECEDENT. SOME OBJECTORS CLAIM TO MERELY WANT A COMMISSION TO CONDUCT AN AUDIT AND THEN LET STATES DECIDE WHETHER TO SEND DIFFERENT ELECTORS. FIRST, THE SITUATIONS ARE NOT AT ALL ANALOGOUS. IN 1877 CONGRESS HAD BEFORE IT TWO SLATES OF ELECTORS FROM SEVERAL STATES. HERE THERE ARE NO TRUMP ELECTORS FROM SWING STATES. THERE'S JUST BIDEN ELECTORS. SECOND, LEGISLATURES FROM THE SWING STATES, THEY'VE ALREADY SPOKEN. THEY'VE MADE THEIR DECISION. THEY'VE CHOSEN NOT TO SEND US ALTERNATIVE ELECTORS. THIRD, A COMMISSION. REALLY? IT'S COMPLETELY IMPRACTICAL AND WE ALL KNOW IT WITH 14 DAYS TO GO BEFORE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL MANDATED INAUGURATION. BUT LOOK AT IT THIS WAY. IF THE OBJECTORS ARE RIGHT AND IT REALLY IS CONGRESS' JOB TO SIT IN JUDGMENT ON THE WORTHINESS OF THE STATES ELECTORAL PROCESSES, THEN WHAT'S THE CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTABLE ELECTION PROCESSES? WHAT INVESTIGATIONS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED OF THESE PROCESSES? WHAT BODY HAS DEEMED THAT CERTAIN STATES' PROCESSES ARE UNACCEPTABLE. WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WERE THESE STATES GIVEN TO CHALLENGE THE FINDINGS? WHY ARE THE OBJECTORS OBJECTING ONLY TO SWING STATES THAT PRESIDENT TRUMP LOST. WHAT ABOUT THE ONES HE WON? WHAT WITH NORTH CAROLINA, CALIFORNIA? THEY HAVE BALLOT HARVESTING, I'M TOLD. IF THIS IS ALL SUPPOSED TO BE CONGRESS' JOB, YOU WOULD THINK WE WOULD HAVE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS AND PROCEDURES IN PLACE BECAUSE WE WOULD HAVE DONE THIS EVERY FOUR YEARS, RIGHT? BUT WE DON'T. BECAUSE IT'S NOT OUR JOB. IF WE ADOPT THIS NEW PRECEDENT THAT WE SIT IN JUDGMENT OF STATES' PROCESSES, THEN WE'RE FEDERALIZING THE ELECTION LAW. WE WOULD NECESSARILY HAVE TO ESTABLISH THE PER MISERABLE CRITERIA AND RULES FOR THE STATES' ELECTIONS. THE BALLOT HARVESTING, FOR EXAMPLE. IT'S ILLEGAL IN SOME STATES. IT'S ENCOURAGED IN OTHERS. DOES IT BECOME MANDATORY OR FORBIDDEN DEPENDING ON WHO IS IN CONTROL OF CONGRESS? AS THE LEADER POINTED OUT, IT WOULD BE THE END OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AND THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IS THE MECHANISM BY WHICH THE PEOPLE SELECT THE PRESIDENT. BUT IF CONGRESS GETS TO DECIDE WHICH STATES GET TO VOTE IN THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE, THEN CLEARLY CONGRESS IS SELECTING THE PRESIDENT, NOT THE PEOPLE. WHICHEVER PARTY CONTROLS BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS WOULD CONTROL THE PRESIDENCY. THE PUBLIC WOULD NEVER TOLERATE CONGRESS PICK BE THE PRESIDENT INSTEAD OF THEMSELVES SO THEY ABOLISH THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AS MANY OF OUR COLLEAGUES WOULD LIKE TO DO AND THE END OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE, OF COURSE, MEANS THE NATION WILL BE GOVERNED BY A HANDFUL OF BIG LOOSE STATES AND REGIONS THAT CAN DRUM UP VERY LARGE NUMBERS. MR. PRESIDENT, THE CONSTITUTION DOES NOT ASSIGN TO CONGRESS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO JUDGE THE WORTHINESS OF STATE ELECTION PROCESSES NOR ITS ADHERENCE TO ITS RULES. THAT'S THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATES AND THE COURTS. LET ME CONCLUDE WITH THIS. I VOTED FOR PRESIDENT TRUMP. I PUBLICLY ENDORSED PRESIDENT TRUMP. I CAMPAIGNED FOR PRESIDENT TRUMP. I DID NOT WANT JOE BIDEN TO WIN THIS ELECTION. THERE'S SOMETHING MORE IMPORTANT TO ME THAN HAVING MY PREFERRED CANDIDATE SWORN IN AS THE NEXT PRESIDENT. THAT'S TO HAVE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE'S CHOSEN CANDIDATE SWORN IN AS THE NEXT PRESIDENT. A FUNDAMENTAL DEFINING FEATURE OF A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC IS THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO ELECT THEIR OWN LEADERS. IT'S NOW OUR DUTY, OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT THAT RIGHT IS RESPECTED IN THIS ELECTION AND PRESERVED FOR FUTURE ELECTIONS. I URGE YOU VOTE AGAINST THIS OBJECTION.

Kyrsten Sinema (DEMOCRAT-AZ)
THE VICE PRESIDENT: THE SENATOR FROM ARIZONA. A SENATOR: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. I RISE TO SPEAK ABOUT THE RECENT ELECTION AND URGE MY COLLEAGUES TO STEP AWAY FROM DIVISIVE POLITICAL RHETORIC AND STEP TOWARDS RENEWING AMERICANS' FAITH IN OUR DEMOCRACY. MS. SINEMA: THE 2020 ARIZONA ELECTION WAS A SUCCESS. NOT FOR ANY ONE PARTY OR INDIVIDUAL BUT AS A DEMONSTRATION OF THE WILL OF THE VOTERS. A RECORD 80% OF REGISTERED VOTERS SEPARATED THANKS TO LOCAL ARIZONA ELECTION OFFICIALS WHO ENSURED OUR SYSTEM WORKED AND OUR LAWS WERE UPHELD. ARIZONA HAS OFFERED EARLY VOTING FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS AND OUR VOTE BY MAIL SYSTEM INCLUDES STRICT SAFEGUARDS. ALL BALLOTS INCLUDE TRACKING MECHANISMS AND TAMPER RESISTANT ENVELOPES. ELECTION STAFF ARE TRAINED TO AUTHENTICATE SIGNATURES. AND ARIZONA IMPOSES SEVERE CRIMINAL PUNISHMENTS FOR BALLOT TAMPERING. THE ARIZONA ELECTION PRODUCED BIPARTISAN RESULTS IN WHICH MEMBERS OF BOTH PARTIES WON RACES AND THESE RESULTS HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED BY STAKEHOLDERS ACROSS THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. THE REPUBLICAN CHAIRMAN OF THE MARICOPA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS SAID NO MATTER HOW YOU VOTED, THIS ELECTION WAS ADMINISTERED WITH INTEGRITY, TRANSPARENCY, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARIZONA STATE LAWS. THE REPUBLICAN SPEAKER OF THE ARIZONA STATE HOUSE REJECTED CALLS FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO OVERTURN THE ELECTION SAYING AS A CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN, I DON'T LIKE THE RESULTS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. BUT I CANNOT AND WILL NOT ENTERTAIN A SUGGESTION THAT WE VIOLATE CURRENT LAW TO CHANGE THE OUTCOME. EIGHT CHALLENGES CONTESTING THE ARIZONA ELECTION WERE BROUGHT TO FEDERAL AND STATE COURTS. ALL EIGHT WERE WITHDRAWN OR DISMISSED, INCLUDING A UNANIMOUS RULING BY THE ARIZONA SUPREME COURT. THE CHIEF JUSTICE WROTE, THE CHALLENGE FAILS TO PRESENT ANY EVIDENCE OF MISCONDUCT OR ILLEGAL VOTES LET ALONE ESTABLISH ANY DEGREE OF FRAUD OR SUFFICIENT ERROR RATE THAT WOULD UNDERMINE THE CERTAINTY OF THE ELECTION RESULTS. DURING THE RECENT COMMITTEE HEARING I ASKED A SIMPLE QUESTION OF THE FORMER DIRECTOR OF CYBERSECURITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY. DID HE FIND ANY EVIDENCE DISPUTING THE INTEGRITY OR FAIRNESS OF ARIZONA'S ELECTION. HIS ANSWER WAS SIMPLE. NO. ARIZONA AND OUR 15 COUNTIES SHOULD BE CONGRATULATED FOR RUNNING A SECURE ELECTION. PERHAPS THE MOST HEARTENING DEMONSTRATION OF ARIZONA'S ELECTION SUCCESS IS JOSLIN FROM PHOENIX. SCWOS LYNN IS 18 YEARS OLD AND WAS A FIRST-TIME VOTER IN 2020. SO WAS RACHEL FROM TUCSON AND THOUSAND MORE ARIZONANS WHO FOR THE FIRST TIME EXERCISED THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO DECIDE THEIR OWN LEADERS. TODAY'S CHALLENGE TO ARIZONA'S ELECTION FAILS ANY FACTUAL ANALYSIS. MORE DISTURBINGLY, IT SEEKS TO ROB JOSLIN AND RACHEL AND MORE THAN THREE MILLION ARIZONANS OF A FREE, FAIR ELECTION. THOSE OF US WHO ARE TRUSTED WITH ELECTED OFFICE ARE FIRST AND FOREMOST PUBLIC SERVANTS. WE SERVE OUR CONSTITUENTS. WE DO NOT SEEK TO SUBSTITUTE OUR PERSONAL AMBITIONS FOR THE WILL OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. OUR SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR A CONTINUOUS CONTEST OF IDEAS AND THOSE VOTERS WHO SUPPORT THE LOSING SIDE OF A FREE, FAIR ELECTION HAVE NOT BEEN DISENFRANCHISED. RATHER THEY MAINTAIN JUST AS IMPORTANT A VOICE IN AMERICA'S FUTURE AND LEADERS HAVE A DUTY TO SERVE ALL OF OUR CONSTITUENTS, INCLUDING THOSE WHO VOTED FOR OTHER CANDIDATES. GREAT LEADERS IN OUR HISTORY FACE THE CHOICE OF WHETHER TO TAKE AN ACTION STRENGTHENING OUR DEMOCRACY, EVEN IF A DIFFERENT ACTION WOULD BETTER SERVE THEIR POLITICAL AMBITIONS. MANY ARE REVERED TODAY BECAUSE THEY CHOSE OUR REPUBLIC OVER THEIR SELF-INTERESTS, KRUG MY -- INCLUDING MY PERSONAL HERO SENATOR JOHN McCAIN. FOLLOWING HIS PRESIDENTIAL LOSS, SENATOR McCAIN SAID, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN. SENATOR OBAMA AND I HAVE ARGUED OUR DIFFERENCES AND HE HAS PREVAILED. WHATEVER OUR DIFFERENCES, WE ARE FELLOW AMERICANS. HE SPOKE TO THE NEARLY 60 MILLION AMERICANS WHO VOTED FOR HIM SAYING, IT IS NATURAL TONIGHT TO FEEL SOME DISAPPOINTMENT, BUT TOMORROW WE MUST MOVE BEYOND IT AND WORK TOGETHER TO GET OUR COUNTRY MOVING AGAIN. SENATOR McCAIN WAS RIGHT. TODAY WE HAVE SERIOUS SIGNIFICANT WORK TO DO. BEATING THIS PANDEMIC AND REVIVING OUR ECONOMY. I URGE MY COLLEAGUES TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF SENATOR JOHN McCAIN AND SO MANY OTHERS. REJECT THIS MERITLESS CHALLENGE AND UPHOLD THE WILL OF ARIZONA VOTERS.

